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Mr.Jeames Gillingham, Bayport, Mieh.

Interviewed by Wm.Wekenem and Richard Rathbun,
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The fishing in the b&ay is pound net fish-

ing altogether now, There used to bs sein-

I

ing, but theres is none now. The pickersl <

will not £ill here. They tried it last

spring, but they will not gill. There are
but very few whitefish in the bay here, be-
cause if there were we would be able to

catch more then we do. There are & few hoop’

‘nets used eround in the shoals up at the iid-

lends, &8 we call them, The Midlands are
south of Stony Islards. Tiey use tham all
through the shallow water, but mostly inside
of the island where there is 2 nerrow chan-
nel of about 4 feet of water. They get most-

1y perch in the fyke ngts and get some pikae,
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sunfish, stec. /%The seining was L efore my 2
time and 1 have never seen a seine drawn
since I have been fishing. 1 have bee;n fish
: Ao

ing sbout 12 years. [/ Hook and line fishing
hies not been carried on for comnercizl pur-
poses.

» There is sane spearing in the winter.
But now they do not get heavy winters enough
to get out much. There is a change in the

winters now for about 10 or 11 vears. The

heavy winters are scettering now. We will

- get 3 or 4 light winters and then get a

heavy one. These lizght winters we do not
meke over € inches of ice and they cannot

get out mmeh. Last winter there wes not

“much over a foot of ice. They would spesar

for trout down below the Cherities. They do
very little speering for trout in the winter,
but they spear for pickerel. They get the

large pickerel mostly, about like we eateh



26

in the nets. We do not get very mmeh small
pickerel down here, but I gusss they get
smaller ones up the bay. L e
We fish across the [ldt with our pound
nets 8o that the outer pots would be in
about 13 feet for our degpest net this
spring, except in the channel whers it was
about 18 feet. We generally have from 4 to
6-inth leaders. The length of the leads is
about 80 rods on an average;’ The pot is 30
feet sqguare. " The mesh in the heart is 4-
inch, in the tunnél 3 to 4 inches &nd in the
pot 2 1/2-inch. We do not use any of the
whitefish pots. We fish for herring on gll

the grounds we [ish, beceause thet is 2ll we

get in the fall to amount to enything. Some-

~times theé fish gill some, but not a great

deal. In the first place, there are more

large Pish then there are small ones of any

other kind of fish end the larzer mesh will



£ill then worse. You teke a small size mesh
they cannot get their heads in to gill.

I set the twine in the spring just as
soon as the ice goes out. We calculate to
get to driving generally sbout April 15, and
get the twine in about May 10 or 15. Most
of our spring herring come early and we do
not get hardly any'after May. We could get
then earlier if we could get in earlier. It
takes us about & month to get all our twine
in. Last spring we set some twine early,
but there was not much fishing, so0 we went
on without driving. The pickerel come in
from May 20 until about,Juné 20 generally.
They are a little.iater of late years. They
last sbout a month. We do not get any very
much leter than the 4th of July. We calcu-
late to pull out right after the 4th of July
and do not set again until the 10th or 15th

of September. We do not calculate to com-
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mence to set outside before the 20th of Sep-
tember. In the fell the fishing generally
begins with perch, suckers, etec.,for awhile.
Last fall the first herring we ca@ht was
somewhere along in October. We get the her-
riné then right up to the time we pull out.
We generally begin pulling out about Novem=
ber 15, and calculate to get them all out by
November 25. e

We get the whitefish late in the fall gen-
erally. Do not get any in the spring to
speak of, probably not over 300 or 400
pounds out of our whole rig. In the fall
they commence to come on scattering &bout Oc-
tober 20 and then we get them right along,
some deys maybe get 100 pounds, and then may
not get any again fqrfquite awhile, and if
we have a spell 6; rough, cold weather we

get a few aggin. They generally follow the

herring pretty c¢lose. The herring and white-



fish are generally mixed together. The
whitefish are generally pretty fair size,
from 3 to 5 pounds. We do not get very many
smell ones. We do not get hardly ad& in the
shore rig. On the outside edge of the bar
we get the most whitefish, in depths of 12
or 13 Fest. They ecstech more across on the
other side of the bay around Point Lookout
and the Charities. The per ecent.of white-
Pish to herring is very small, not over 1
per cent. . —
We catch & great amount of herring here.
The main herring fishing with us is on this
flat out here. On the other side of the bay
1 guess there are pretty good herring fish-
eries. LD
We can market very smell whitefish. Of
course, we do not try to sell anything less
than 1 pound dressed, but it is hard to tell

whet the market will take. 1 think about 1



pound fish is &s small as shounld go into the
market, either pickerel or whitefish. Our
whitefish for the last 8 or 9 yesars have not
chenged very much. We used to get more in-
side than we do now, but there has ncver
been but very few whitefish caught hcre
gince I can remember. I hear the old fel-
lows tell what great fishing there used to
be here Sbout war times. As far as the
whitefish catch, it would be hard for me to
tell just what it is, but I do not think it
will go over 4,000 or 5,000 pounds a year in
all our twine that I and my brother have.

I have never seen any ripe spawn in the

whitefish. 1 have seen the ripe spawn in

~ herring. Generally very late in the fall

the herring spawn. Some years we do not get
the spawn at all. I think the whitefish

spawn after the herring, for we never see
7 Yy m}

any spawn that is ripe. 1 have never seen °
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any ripe spawn in the trout. I have never hatlay

noticed eny spawn in the pickerel and I have
opened then quite a good many times. They
must spawn before they get down this far.

We do not get any pickerel to speak of
early here. We get & few saugers, 1 do not
think they come very early, but get them
along with the pickerel. 1 have seen blue
pickerel weighing 2 1/2 pounds. We get the
biue pickerel with the other pickerel. Ve
get the yellow pickerel in the spring princi-
pally. Generally they do not hearng on very
lete, but this spring they hung on clear
through, but we ere not getting meny now.
They will aversge just about 1/2 pound
apiéce. Lots of them will weigh 1 pound.

We can return perch to the water without
any trouble. We do not hardly ever use &any-
thing less than 1/4 pound, and do not calcu-

late to get snything smaller than that be-
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cause they sre not geod in the market. A 4-

ounce pereh does not have to be very large.

E If you iimit the size to 1/2 pound, you
would not get very meny perch. A 17@'pound
parch is a pretty fair size perch. They
have elways been sent to market; and the
more you esteh, the more you will ecateh., I
guess they feed on smell Fish ané probably
other fishes eggs. They are the worst on
small fish of srything I know of. They will
Atﬁckle aﬁything gs big as they are them-
selves. 1 have used herring for decoys in
the winter and they will come up and try to
swallow a herring es big as they sare them-
selves. They generally spawn sbount the
first thing in the spring here. About the
time the ice goes out is the time they are

".' spawning.

’644‘ The black bess ere pretty scerce. We gst

'8 fow 8t 8ll seasons. Will get once in a




great while a scattering one. There is herd-
ly any bass where we fish. The only place
they can catch bass to amonnt to anything is
in these bays inside. I do not suppgae 4
catch 50 pounds a year on the bars outside
where we are fishing.

Once in a preat while I catch a white
bass, but not to amount to arything. Once
in awhile we catch rock bass,

We get the cat-fish here. We 4o not get
many of the small cat-fish here. .
¥We do not get many sturseon. There were

more sturseon when I commenced thsn there
‘are now. I ecan remember when there was lots
of sturgeon. We will catch about 50 stur-
geon in a year. They will weigh sbout 35
pounds dressed generally on an average, and
we have pot them weighing 80 pounds dressed.

I have had quite 2 good many that weigh 135

or 140 pounds before they were dressed. When
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there were lots of them here we used to get
very lsrge ones., 1 ha;e seen them weigh 200
pounds. They all wsnt in sbout one vear
when they went awﬁy. They used to come on
the shoals and they seemed to leave 211 at |
once. About 13 years ago is the last spring
we sevy eny around here to speek of. I be-
lieve 1 hevg seen more sturgeon in one day
then would be ecaught in 5 years in this bay.
This wes before T wes fishing. They used to
come on the reefs, end would be perfectly
thick with them, probsbly 50 aeres or more,
end inside of 2 years from that time there
were not any to be seer on theg shores. I do
not know wnether the sturceon conld be

- brought back or not. 1 do not know the

cause of their leaving., Fish change, how-

e

ever. They will go to other plsces and then
come bhack sgain. At Port Austin thsy ecatch

moreg sturgeon than we do here, bhut thay do
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not catch as many fish generally. There is
@ fishery at Caseville that catches a pile
of herring_rz.) You ean go any time you are a
mind te and you will see them jumpin;; all
elong that shore. 1 have seen as many &s 20
Jump out of water in seiling 5 or 6 miles 3
years ago this summer, S
We dc not get meny sheepshead, but do not
s2ll them. We get 2 few lawyers, but d@o not
sell them. The sheepshead, we nsed to catch
lots of them. I have thrown over a ton to a
1ift, and where in the world did they go to?
They were not canght off here. They kept
dropping off, and the first thing we knew
there were no shespshead. I do not think we
catch 200 pounds of sheepshead here in a sum-
mer now. We do not get many gress pike.
Those we had to-day would weigh from 3 to 4

pounds epiece. That is sbout the average

weisht of what they eatch around here. I do
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not know as 1 ever saw a maskinonge. I have
seen whet some cazll & meskinongme, but I
should call then pike.

We get ® very small proportion of Jeke
trout, not as mmeh as white within one-half.
Ve pet pretty good size trout generally
about 6 to 8 pounds, and»we get them about
the same time as we do whitefish. We pget
them towards the last of October, but do not
get any in September. We do not get any
whitefish or tront until the cold weather
comes on. I do not know of eny spawning
grounds for them he;a. They get more tront
down at the Cherities. P

I heve sesn 2 or 3 German carp, 8nd that
is 211. 1 do not think thesy wonld be much
of eny esdventege tuv us, but they might bs if
there wes 8 rood market for them. As far as

I know now, they wonld not go mueh better

ther the mmllet here. We ret 2 good many
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suckers, in the spring especially. We can-
not handle them in the spring, but we handle
what few we get now, but tne}e is not mach
market for them,

We get once in awhils 2 menominee here.
I do not know whether we get the blue fin or
not, but there are guite a number of differ-
ent kinds of herring we get here. There are
larger kinde then wnet we get here generally
that come mixed in with the common run.

I do not know where the wall-eyed pike
spawn unless it is up at the mouth of the

river. There are a good many suckers up the
river in the winter. They do not tzke many
pickerel up the river in the winter 1 know

because they are very scerce in the winter.

A 1 pound pickerel is small enough to take,

e

: but/I do not think thers is much use of fool-

"ing with the perch. 1 think the perch are

more damege to the fishing than all the rest




pickerel, but there micht bs something in it.
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put together. There are twice as many perch,
twice &8s many herring and twice as many suck-
ers as there was when I began Fishing.e
There is no market in thé spring for perch
or suckers to speak of. About 4 cents will
be the average price For the pickerel to the
fishermen, #nd the perch will not go over &
eent, beeaunse most of the time they are not
worth over elcent, and part of the time they
are not worth anything. They are not worth
& gunarter what the yellow pickerel are. Lan
They eatch the pickerel up the bay bsfore

we do here, and there is a movement out of

the bay in the early spring. I do not know

how it would be to have a close season for

Of course, you go up there and those fellows

wonld not like the idea of having a close
season dnring the spewning time of the pick-

erel, but it would be better for us, that is
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certain. Turning locse the small fish wonld
let the smell ones gyow and would not hurt
anybody, but wonld be 2 berelit to evervbody.
It is not much of 8 job to turn them ont'of
the nets alive. Yee&rs sgo I heve thrown
over as high ss 500 pounds & day of pickerel,
about the lest run in the spring. When the
Stete Commissioner waes here lest fall, he
asked me about the cateh and I told him, and
the year before he was in here when I
broueht in my lest loads and they were No.2
fish. T hed a load down there and they were
about 211 No.2, and he thought I wes putting
it on pretty thick and he said I wonld like
to sese anm‘evor your bills when you are catceh-
ing the most of vour figh, along about June
20, and I showed him my bills then for e
week, sbout 4,000, and only 60 or 80 pounds
of Xo.2 fish.

———

I puess they catch mostly perch and suck-
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ers in the winter under the ice np the river.

There were more suckers in the river last

"

winter than there has gver been. Wa general-
ly throw the small whitefish out. ~

You cen duwmmy whitefish and they will
live, a8 we have tried it. We nsed to dummy
21l our fish until about 8 yeers ago, and
a8ll the cther fishermen eround here duwamy
the whitefish.naw. This spring the fish
died orf in the water, the first spring here;
21l the pickerel, both lerge snd small, died
off. Some perch died off =lso téward the
last. I do not know what it can be that

caused it. They will die in one day in the

net, They will die richt in the open cleer

water because, if they were in over night,
the next morning they wonld be right on
their side. It ds & little white spot on

their gills, and those that were almost dead
"y

their gills seemed to be all rotten. on

=

L~y

Wadlim
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can keep whitefish for 3 weeks in & dumny if ¢ &
you want to. We never had very meny of them
together, but we have had them where therse
were lots of pickerel, and they seemed to
stend it better then the pickerel. With the
herring there is nothing necessary to do ex-
cept to cateh them snd salt them. S

¥e bury our offal. We never spread it on
farm lend. 1 suppose it would hurt the fish-
inz to put it back in the water. I would
not ecere sbovt drinking the water &fter the
offal was put in, whether it would hurt the
fishing or not, and we drink this water

right elong. Theat is one reason for keeping

it eut.

. E‘W I heve heerd a sood msny complein of the

=

mill refuse. They claim that the sawdust,
glabs, etc.,drive the fish away. It does
rot get out ounr weay to amount to arything.

The rafts of logs do no herm with us, except
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once in awhile & log will get loose and
break through our twine. In the spring of
every year we get a pile of red, dirty 1gtef
from the river that comes down here until
the water is not fit to use at all. It
comes in streaks perhaps 2 or 3 miles wide.

Sometimes I tﬁink the fisheries here are

as gpod‘as when we began fishing, although I

do not think we catech quite as many fish as

\

we dida at first, but there is not mueh dif-
ference, and take the year around I guess
there is no difference.

SO

Our pound fish are whitefish, trout, pick-
erel, bass and pike. We put the pike in as.~
No.1l pickere}. We do not ecatch but a very
few pike. They go right in with the picker-
el.' The fish do not cost us any more to gsta7uv
than they used to. We used to run our fish

to Bay City and it used to cost us & good

deal to get them there. We used to run a



tug and had to meke a trip a day from here.
That is about 8 or 9 years ago. The pickerfg‘?w
el are about the same in the spring, but
there are not as meny of them in the fall as
formerly. I wonld say throw away &ll picker-
el under 1 pound and whitefish the seme. 1
would not kieck if the limit of whitefish
were made 1 1/4 pounds. We have thrown away
all small whitefish, and always have, for
the reason that we have not cawnght but very
few and we think they are scarce and maybe
it will help the fishermen; that has always

been my idea.

Tomicshs
2 1/2 inches is just sbout the proper F e

size for herring. There will not a very
large herring go through that mesh, and some
gill in 2 2 1/2-inch mesh, especially when
you corner them down. The mesh shrinks in
tarring some. They gill some when the mesh

is first put in now. The nets shrink about
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1/8 inch, or perhaps 1/4. They are a little
over 2 1/2 when they are made. I think it
would gill more if it was 2 1/2 after it was
shrunk. I do not think it will make it any
better to increase the meéh at all. Take it
up around Detour, they have lots of little
whitefish and it would not pay to have such
fine mesh. We do not ssee hardly ever any
whitefish that it would take 3 or»4 to make
1l pound. A man could not fish in the fall
here at all with a larger mesh, but in the
spring we could catch pickerel with a larger
size. I do not think anything larger than a
2 pound pickerel would go through a 3 1/2-
inch mesh. A 1 pound pickerel will gill in

a 3-inch mesh.

In the fall we set prinecipally for the -

herring. A man could not fish for what hard

—

fish there are here now. I have seen small

 whitefish brought in to Bay City that had

o
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v ¥
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been held in dummies for a week or 10 days
.
- 7—-—‘-

and they were alive, from Point Lookout. '1I
have elwayvs been in favor of throwing away
these small pickerel, and I think, besides
meking a better size fish, there would be a

PR

good deal better market. You can take it

: lete in the fall when the little herring

come around the fish house, I have seen it
for acres perfectly black with them; they

are 1little herring sbout 2 inehes long, snd
they come in the last thing in the fall.

They come right up in shallow water, so that,
when the water goes down, it will leave thou-
sands and thousends of them right on the
beach to die. 1 have seen little whitefish
in the water outside, but I never saw them
near the shores and never saw themn in warm

water. T have seen them under the ice in

the winter. Those little fellows do not mix

with the herring et all. With the herring
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there are a faw whitefish mixed and a few
pickerel mixed with them; generaslly, when we
are getting the most of our herring, we will

get 150 or 200 pounds mixed in with them.

- We herdly ever get meny of 2 kinds mixed to-

gether, however. When one kind is abundent
on the shore, there is no other kind thaet is
abundent =lso, unless it is pereh and her-
ring. The scele trash goes together more

then enything else.

i

Generelly, when the perch come on, they T.4u~

come on early and then-tney drop off and
then we get a run of pickerel zlong sbout
May 20, end from thet time to June 20 we get
pickerel and get nothing but piceckerel when
their run comes. 'T have seen the time we
could ship 2 whole boat load of pickerel off

and there would not be a2 dip net Iull of oth-

~er kinds among them. The pickersl eat herring

to & greet extent, and all the herring we
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get then is vhgt might be spewed up in.the
pounds by the pickerel. The herring run
comes on first, and then following that is
the pickerel, In the spring we do not get
over 100 packsges of herring sometimes. The
pickerel is the principal spring fishery and
the herring the principal fall fishery, and
we set in the same places for bhoth. It
gsaves driving a nai set of stakes, and we
find there is no other place batter than our
own grounds. The herring are better fishing
out away Ffrom the shore towards the channel,
but the pickerel it is 2 hard thing to tell
much about it becanuse th;y come in streaks,
and the same nets will be just the seme year
after year, o
It is within 6 or 7 years that the water
has daropped. About 8 years ago was the high-

est water I have ever seen. I think it was

gbout 3 feet higher than it is now.
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